Saint Mary’s High School

Biology Syllabus 2014-2015
Instructor: Mr. Lopez  Room: 104 E-mail: alopez@stmaryhs.org
School Website: www.stmaryhs.org
Textbook: Glencoe Biology. 
Alton Biggs(Author), Whitney Crispen Hagins(Author),William G. Holliday(Author),Chris L. Kapicka(Author),Linda Lundgren(Author)
Course Description: Biology is devoted to the study of living things and their processes. Throughout the year this course provides and opportunity for students to develop scientific process skills, laboratory techniques, and an understanding of the fundamental principles of living organisms. Students will explore biological science as a process, cell structure and function, genetics and heredity, evolution and classification, diversity of living organisms and their ecological roles, and an introduction to animal structure and function
Objectives/Goals: 
· Teach students practical scientific skills, which they can use to investigate, study and    explain the world around them. 

· Give students a deeper understanding of the how biology impacts their daily lives.  

· To encourage the spirit of scientific investigation and with it the attitudes of accuracy in thought and work. 

Grading: 
· Each marking period will include 4 tests/exams announced advanced. Daily work may include class work, homework, quizzes, class activities (labs), and participation. Quizzes will be given at the end of each section and could be announced or unannounced (pop quiz).
· Class activities (minor projects)—Also known this year as laboratory practices are a mandatory part of this class. Laboratory reports are required on some labs. 

· Major Projects --research projects may be assigned throughout the year. Each project will include a handout of details, expectations, and grading. 

· Semester examination--the semester exam in this class is cumulative in content is 100 questions.
Break down – 40% test/exams


10% homework, classwork

 
25% Class activities (graded)


20% quizzes (announced and unannounced)


5%   participation

Supplies: 
Composition Notebook

Note book or lined notebook paper (your choice)
Pen (blue or black) and pencils
Cheating/ Plagiarism:
· Cheating on a test or assignment will result in a grade of zero for all involved. 

· Data for lab reports must be taken during lab. Copying of lab data after lab is not allowed. Each student is responsible for individual lab reports unless specifically stated by teacher. 
· Please read carefully and sign, along with your parents, the attached consent form regarding academic integrity.  Plagiarism and/or cheating will not be tolerated.  There are severe consequences for those involved with academic dishonesty. 
Attendance Policy

It is important to attend class and participate in class discussions and activities.  Please make sure you follow the Saint Mary’s attendance policy in order to earn credit for the course. (see Parent/student handbook)
Tardy Policy
You must be in class before the bell rings.  There will be consequences enforced for all tardiness:  1st Tardy = verbal warning, 2nd Tardy = parent contact, 3rd tardy = 30 mn detention, 4th tardy = office referral, 5th + tardy = administrative action

Assignment/Make Up Policy 
· I AM NOT INCLINED TO ACCEPT LATE WORK.  However, I do understand that emergency situations may prevent a student from turning in an assignment on time.  In these emergency situations, a student may submit a daily assignment no more than 1 day late.  An assignment turned in one day late may not receive credit higher than a 70%.  An assignment turned in two days late may not receive credit higher than a 50.  On the third day, the assignment will no longer be accepted.  For major assignments, students have ample time to complete and no late work will be accepted.  If there are extinuating circumstances, the student must speak to me privately and I will discuss with him/her on a one to one basis.
· MISSED ASSIGNMENTS ARE YOUR RESPONSIBILITY!  If you have an excused absence that keeps you from either turning in an assignment or receiving instructions for an assignment, it is your duty to talk to me about the assignment as soon as you return.  You may also email.  

· MAKE UP WORK is designated for students who have excused absences.  If you are absent and it is excused, you must speak to me about any make up work the day you return.  You will have only as many days as you were out to submit the assigned work.  I am available after school hours to discuss assignments missed.  Please see me privately to discuss your assignments.  Otherwise, there will be no opportunity to make up assignments not turned in on time.
Blogs: 


All students will have the ability to check assignments, tests, and activities to be done during the week in my blog. It will be updated every week (by Sunday night).
Keys for Success in Biology 
· Have a positive attitude! 

· I am here to help you succeed, so feel free to ask me for help. I am available before and after school in my room. 

· Ask lots of questions. If you are unclear about something from the textbook, lab, or from discussion, ask. 

· Make sure that you understand how the lecture, homework, and labs interrelate. Labs and homework are designed to reinforce significant ideas from the text. Make sure that you see these connections. 

· Start studying for tests early. By studying and reviewing each night you are not only helping to prepare for the test more effectively, you are also more prepared for class each day and any quizzes that may be given 

I AM HERE TO HELP YOU AND BE SUCCESSFUL IN THIS CLASS! LET US HAVE A BLESSED AND GREAT YEAR! LET US HAVE FUN.

SAINT MARY!!!!
Pray for us!

